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Barack Obama Election
fuccess: Yourviews ...
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On 4th November Barack Obama won a
sensational election victory to become the
first black president of the United States. In
front of a jubilant crowd at a victory rally

in Chicago, Obama said, “If there is anyone
out there who still doubts that America is

Fatima Ibrahim
Age 15
Deputy MYP Harrow

Was Obama voted for because
of his race or because he’d
make a good President? It's
wrong that several decades
after the civil rights movement
that race should be the
deciding factor in a presidential
election. I do not believe

that this is a proud historic
moment for America, instead
it just exposes America’s
shortcomings. By letting race
decide the next President of
the U.S. people have forgotten
what makes a good president.
If it had been another country,
the change that Obama has
created by being elected would
have been enough. However
America has a grasp on the
world’s fate, as someone once
said ‘if America sneezes, the
world catches a cold’. We

will just have to see whether
an evidently inexperienced
president is enough to fix the
problems left by the Bush
administration.

Bridget Hutchings
Age 17
Deputy MYP Essex

I believe that this election

is going to be a landmark

in history for anyone who
feels that they cannot make
a difference and should be
something that we should
encourage and use as a
model to prove that anything
is possible with the right
amount of determination.

In today’s society we are
told that racism and other
forms of discrimination are
on the decline but even so,
these attitudes still exist.
Hopefully alongside Lewis
Hamilton becoming world
champion in the Formula One,
Barack Obama will make a
considerable change to the
ways in which people are so
quick to judge on appearances
and cultural backgrounds.

a place where all things are possible, who
still wonders if the dream of our founders
is alive in our time, who still questions the
power of our democracy, tonight is your
answer.” MYPs were asked what they
thought of Obama’s election victory ...

Babatunde Williams
Age 19
Deputy MYP City of London

I am proud that young black
people have the beacon of
hope our parents have fought
for, the one we have needed
so dearly to make black
teenagers feel that they can
achieve as highly as their
white counterparts. But I am
fearful for America that a
man who, though he has a
heart for social regeneration,
on paper is not the success
we all think he may be. I am
even more worried that no
one has read the small print,
before signing their hearts,
souls and minds away to this
man. Obama has a landslide in
both houses in America. Only
one man has gained control
of both houses in recent U.S.
politics, his name was ...
George W Bush INR. Enjoy.

What do you think of Barack Obama?

Debate now at www.vkyp.org.uk/forums
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Thomas Turrell
Aged 17
Deputy MYP Northamptonshire

The election of Barack Obama
is a real eye opener. Many of
us in my constituency believed
the U.S. was too racist to elect
a black man as president.

I personally backed him all

the way. One member of my
constituency cried in joy at the
election of Obama. In my eyes,
as we look back through the
history of the USA, we can see
why. Martin Luther King had a
dream, on the 4th November
that dream became reality.

e

Charity Mhende
Age 15
MYP Solihull

Barack Obama is a shining
beacon that gives the next
generation a starting point. He
has opened doors for so many
of us and I am so glad he is
where he is. As a black African
and resident of the Western
World it gives me pride to say
that he has shown the way

to the future and is such an
inspiration. We should all shout
it loud and proud... YES WE
CAN!

FORUM RANT

“We must protect our electoral

integrity, otherwise we might be

invaded by the USA to protect

n
!

democracy

Rant by Paul

ur government has of

course been disgusted

at the low level of voting
in the UK — they attempted to
solve this with the introduction
of new methods of voting
to “open up the franchise”,
We now have postal and
proxy voting, provisions for
those who cannot prove their
eligibility to vote [tendered
voting] and now talk about e-
voting [online, by phone, etc].

Unfortunately, this was

the wrong way to tackle the
problem — it has opened up
wider the potential for fraud
in the UK electoral system.
The Council of Europe
considers British elections
as “very vulnerable to fraud”
(there have been at least

42 convictions for electoral
fraud in the UK in the period
2000-2007). How can we
take the moral high ground
internationally when our

voting system is fundamentally

unsafe?
We must protect our

electoral integrity, otherwise we
might be invaded by the USA to

protect democracy! I demand
that mainland UK is subject to
the same voting regulations

as Northern Ireland, measures
that have increased confidence
in the electoral system — and
accuracy of the electoral
register.

Public confidence in the
electoral process in the UK was
the lowest in Western Europe
in 1997 — let’s fix it!

9 REASONS TO JOIN THE FORUM!
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Discuss the issues which you
are most passionate about
Post your views on hundreds
of different topics

Respond to polls and
consultations

Get updates on UKYP news
and activities

Chat with forum members like
Paul and thousands of other
young people!

Registration is quick and easy. Go to:

www.ukyp.org.uk/forums
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